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(57) Abstract: In an Internet based personalized 
radio, where a user has a pre-selected list of songs 
to be played in a particular order, the invention 
provides an apparatus and method allowing the 
user to skip one or more songs without having an 
unintended delay between skips. This is accom- 
plished by pre-bufFering the first ten seconds of 
each of the next several songs on the list so that, 
should the user choose to skip to any of the next 
several songs, the pre-buffered ten seconds of the 
target song is already available to be played. The 
apparatus starts to play the pre-buffered port of 
the tai^get song and starts to download the rest of 
it at the same time. Because the initial buffering 
time for the rest of the target song is less than ten 
seconds, the target song is played smoothly. 
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